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The subscribers, Overseers of the Poor, report as follows :

Dr.
To cost of farm,

$2,664 388

Amount of stock as appraised fag year,
Hay and fodder,
_ Provisions and produce,
a
Farming tools,
Miscellaneous articles.
eH

888
217
408
192
456

00
00
40
70
05

There will be due S. B. Richardsor,

April 1, 187],
Interest on farm,

330 00
159 86
$5,316 39

APPRAISAL

OF PRORERTY, FEB. 23, 1871.
Cr.

By farm,

$2,664 38
LIVE STOCK.

By 1 herse, $90 00; 2 oxen, $240 00,
7 cows, 400 00; 1 sheep, 5 00,
4 shoats, 60 00; 46 fowls, 86 00;

1 turkey,

$330 09
405 00
96 00

2 00

|
;

$833 00
HAY AND

FODDER.

By 11 tons market hay,
Lot meadow hay, $9 00; lotstraw,8 00;
Corn fodder,

$231 00
1700
4 00

——_—

$252 00

PROVISIUNS AND PRODUCE.
By 50 bushels corn, $60; 10 bushels wheat,
16,
6 bushels barley, 7 50;

$76 00

12 bushels oats,

9 50,
Lot beans and peas. 3 00:
potatoes, 60 00,
200 lbs. salt beef, 21 00;
salt pork, 66 00,
190 pounds ham, $30 00;
fresh beef, 13 00, and 14

pork, 1.50,

|

17 00

60 bushels

63 00
400 pounds ©
8% 00

105 pounds
pounds fresh

44 50

1 barrel cider, 4.00; boiled cider, 3.00,

7 00

65 pounds lard, 11.70; 15 pounds butter, 5.00,

16 70

5) gallons pickles, 3.00; canned

fruit,

2 00,

5 00

1 barrel apples, 2.00: 48 pounds dried
apples, 4.00, and 250 pounds meal,
0,20,

11 25
$327 45

By

1 cart,

25.00;

FARMING
1 wagon,

TOOLS.
45.00;

2

sleighs, 8.00,
2 ox-sleds,

$78 09

7.00; 2 wheeliterowe

8.00,

4 plows, 30.00; 1 cultivator, 3.00,
Ox-yokes, 4.00; 8 chains,
fletree and chain, 1.00,

4.50;

15 00

33 00
whif9 50

\ harrow, 5.00; 5 hay forks, 2.753
2
2 manure forks,2.50,
3 shovels, 2.00; 3 hoes,

At eo
1.50;

2 iron

bars, 3.00,

6 50

2 drag rakes, 1.75; 4 hand rakes, 1.00 ;
scythes and snaths, 3.00,
ia.
1 bush scythe, .75; beetle and wedges,
1.00; axes, 5.50,
To20
Carpenters’ tools, 7.00; 2 wood saws,
2.50,
ah
Grindstone, 1.75; hammer, .75; sickle,.
0;
3 00
38 rasps, 1.00; monkey wrench, 1.00;
measures, .70,
2,75
\

.

4 ladders, 4.00; shaving-horse and flail,
1.50,
:
|
I harness, 8.00; horse-blanket and surcingle, 3.00,
i
3 cards, .25; hog-hook and trees, 1.25,
MISCELLANEOUS

5 50
11 00
1 50
——- $198 50

ARTICLES.

By sap fixtures, $48.00; 4 baskets, 2.50,
11 feet bark, 12.00;

lumber, 15.00,

50 pounds candles, 7.00; groceries,
3.00 ;
9 bags, 2.50,

'.34 pounds yarn, 4.00; 5 doz. eggs, 1.50;
matches, 30,

48 gallons soap,
10 barrels, 2.00; old iron, 1.50; gun, .75,
shoe bench, 1.00,

Household furniture,
Paid Town

Treasurer,

Cash in Agent’s hands,
$501 02
$4,776 35
SCHEDULE
AMOUNT

OF

ARTICLES

RECEIVED

FOR

SOLD
THE

FROM
SAME

THE

DURING

EEBY 20; Lond
1 cow, $33.00; 2 sheep, 12.00; 6 calves,
82.40,
Butter, 166.60; pork, 103.87; 1 hide, 4 41,
Eggs and poultry, 123 27; ax-helves, 20.65;
beef, 15 73,
Lot barrels, 3.75;
horse, 7.34,

extra labor, 29,15; use

of

FARM,
THE

WITH

YEAR

THE

ENDING

$126 40
274 88

159 65
40 24
$601 17

Which is accounted for as follows:
Paid for 2 cows, 1 sheep, 84.25; 4 pigs, 13.33,
fowis, 7.65; plough and fork, 16.20;
«meat, 22.26.

46 11

Grain, 79.74; grass seed, 14.84; superphospate, 7.54,
Tin-ware,

&c., 4.42;

extra

101 92

labor,

18.75,
Blacksmith bill, 18.94; grinding
grain, 19.62
Thrashing grain. 2.63; vinegar, 3.20,
beans, 2.75,

$97 58
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Crx

4
Clothes

for J. Huntington,

scraps, 3.58,
Store bills, 238.73; sundry
bills, 11.13,
Cash in Agent’s hands,

12.39;
15 97
small

249 86
24 42

$601 17
The number of paupers supported on the farm is five and
two-thirds. ‘The expense of their support is $540.04. The expense of paupers off the farm has been $163. 75, making $703.75 for support of paupers the past year. We have received
from the county for the support of county paupers, $90.03, and
and have paid the same for their support.
HIRAM P. CLARK,
WILLIAM H. HOPKINS,
NEWELL D. DEAN,
Overseers of the Poor.

ACCOUNTANTS’
The subscribers,

accountants

REPORT.

for the town of Francestown,

fox the year ending March 1, 1871, report as follows :
STATEMENT.
Whole amount of taxes assessed on the polls and
estates of the inhabitants of said town is,
Appropriated as follows:
State tax,

County tax,
Town tax, including non-resident highway,
The Treasurer of the town charges hn
sums, Viz:
Balance in the treasury last year,
Cash received of Francis H-: Duncklece,
taxes of 1869,
Received of Francis H. Duncklee,
interest on taxes of 1869,
Received from town farm,
Received from selectmen, borrowed for use of the town,

Received from the State as follows:
Savings Bank tax,
Railroad tax,

Literary fund,
Received of Francis
collector, 1870,

$12,125 04

$2,250 00

709 66
9,165.38
— $12,125 04
with the following

4 O1
126 06
1,560 00

636 25
96 97

78 30
H.

Duncklee,

Received for lots in grave-yard,

i

6,900 00

8 4g

5
_

The Treasurer credits

himself with

the following disburse

ments ordered by the Selectmen, to wit:
FOR

SUPPORT

OF

SCHOOLS.

District No. 1,
3,

i

4,
a;
6,
(?
8,
Lp
10,
‘LS,
Paid Thomas P. Knowlton, S. S. Committee,

EXTRA REPAIRS ON HIGHWAYS.
Paid Wm. H. Hopkins, for repairing highway
near Nathaniel Whitefield’s,

Amos Whittemore,

bridge plank and la-

$105 06
345 63

1438 87
200 06
108 382
99.39
72 65
46 69
Al 35
36 92
60 00
——- $1,259 94

$62 00

*

bor,

7.33

David Manahan. labor on highway,
. Harvey Newton,
Otis N. Holt,
Leonard Spalding,

3 QO

do
do

1115
2 25

do

10 20

Nathaniel Whitetield, bridge plank,

3 5d

Samuel E. Stevens, repairs on bridge,
James F. Dean, labor on highway,

072
6 30

S. W. Eaton, repairs on bridge,

7 20

Geo. D. Epps, repairs on highway.

8 &3

Mark C. Felch,

5 62

do

BREAKING

ROADS.

Paid E. T. Blanchard,

$133 15

$10 45

Daniel Ordway,
Amos Whittemore,
William Cochran,
David Manahan
John M. Collins,
Thomas Averill,
William R. Sawyer,
Dean H. Pettee,
Sylvanus G

~
5 20
18 00
37 20
45 70
7 90
1071
6 85
29 65
22. 67
46 67

Wood,

Harvey Newton,
Amos George,

22 35

Samuel P. Newton,
Patrick M. Foot,

Leonard

Spaulding,

A. A. Gilbert,

15 80
.

fax

Arad

22 80
200

6
Wim. E. Farnum,
John A. Holt

22 35
45
& 35

Nathaniel Whitefield,
R. P. Collins,
Mark C. Felch,

27.25
24 59

Geo. D. Epps,

18 45

Geo. A. Shattuck,

12 07

Daniel Tobie,
Amos Flint Jr.,

25 29
165

Wm. Patch,
John Weston,
Sanford F. Butterfield,
Elias A. Wilson,
Horace Dinsmore,
Mason H. Balch,

17
5
1
Le
2
19

Horace Silver,
Nathan F. Langdell,

16 93
18 Ou

James F. Dean,
F. B. Dean,
8S. M. Katon,

18 50
16 50
10 20

Garvin S-Sleeper,
P. C. Kidder,
David Kennedy,
John West,

s

David Butterfield,
Daniel Ames,

David W. Kennedy,
George B. Woodward,

96
21
15
11

70
40
65
aa
06
31

24
82
74
838

2 47
rey

6 97
14 65

Gardner Rideout,

1 00

F. B. Starrett,

8 57

Dean H. Pettee

3 00

— $717 56
SUPPORT OF POOR OFF THE FARM.
Paid A. A, Gilbert, support of William Gilbert
and wife,
$65.00
H.P. Clark, for support of Mark Pettee at
N. H. Asylum,
51 75
Amos Flint, Jr., for support of Amos Flint,
47 00
—$163 75
MISCELLANEONS.
Paid Mason Balch, interest on note,
“Wm. H. Hopkins, note and interest,
Solon B. Richardson, for services on
town farm,
Charles Spaulding, interest on note,
William Patch, interest on note,

$12 00
1,473 84
350 00
D7

180 00

Wiiliam H. Johnson, Mary A. Baker’s note
and interest,

344 95

~?

»

Huldah Richardson, on note,

Sarah Bixby, on note,
Mason H. Balch, note and interest,

Lucy F. Brewster, interest on@ote,
Samuel H. Baker, note and interest,

Francestown Savings Bank, notes and
interest,
Emma

L. Gibson, on note,

R. C. Stanley, interest on note,
RK. C. & EK. C. Stanley, note and interest,
Francis Gould, interest on note,

Fanny Belcher

58

at

Lucy Spaulding, interest on note,

Clarinda McCurdy. interest on notes,
John P. Richardson, interest on note,
Theron McClintock, note and interest,
Huldah Richardson, interest on note,
Selectmen, for shingling meeting house,
Lois Hopkins, interest on note.
Polly McAlvin, note and interest,
Luke W. Preston, for ringing bell,
Luke W. Preston, for warming town house,
and repairing engine,
Wm. R. Sawyer, for digging and filling
oraves,
Geo. W. Hopkkins, for watchmen at Chas:
A. Vose’s fire,
Mark C. Felch, damage on acrount of defect in highway,
Daniel F. Patch, for stationery and notify;

20
40
443
24
954

65
00
69
00
61

1407 60
14.68
6 00
584 44
97 98
13 48
123 03
172 42
12 00
608 16
6 96
407 32
6 O00

225 94
50 00

4 00
Or

20

wat)

iug jurors,
Pamelia Weston, interest on notes,
_ E. W. Dodge, for public watering place,

Chas. H. Dodge,
do
do
Issachar Dodge, for gate to grave yard,
Hannah Greenwood, over assessment,
B. F. Bailey, damage to sleigh,

Mrs. Lucy Patch, interest on note,
Mrs. Betsey Low,
do
G. G. Nesmith, interest on notes,
Mary, Isabella and Nancy McLane, interest
on notes,
S.D. Downes, for town reports and express,
Mar y J. Boynton, interest on note,
Geo. E. Vose, for services of enginemen,
H, P. Clark, for stationery and stamps,
Francis H. Duncklee,

of 1869,

abatement on tax-list

SaO

ke
en
No
OLE
oy

S
Francis H. Duncklee, non-resident highway
tax, 1869, worked out,
Francis on Duncklee, error in tax-list, 1869,
Thomas O. Knowlton, inferest on W oodbury

fund,
Wm. Butterfield, for guide boards,

Downes Brothers, for blank

books,

49 85
30 62

60 GO
2 00
7 00

$8.228 54
TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid Hiyam P. Clark, selectman and overseer
of the poor,

$85 OD

Wm. H. Hopkins, selectman and overseer
of the poor,
‘Newell D. Dean, selectman and overseer

70 00

of the poor,
T. E. Bixby, treasurer,

70 00
5» OD

Mark Balch,

12 00

do

Daniel F, Patch, town clerk,

20 CO

Francis H. Duncklee, collector,
H. Vose and 8. D. Downes, accountants,

82 93
4 00

$348 93
Whole

amount of receipts,

clo

disbursements,

$12,178 19

10,851 87

1,826 32
STATEMENT.
Amount of notes against the town with interest to
March 1, 1871,
$14, 823 54
Balance in treasury,
do
collector’s hands,

$1,526 32
2,265 3
a

$3, 591 70

Leaving the town in debt,
$11,231 84
The foregoing accounts are correctly cast and duly vouched.
HERBERT
VOSE, ¢Accountants.
S. D. DOWNES,

REPORT OF SCHOOL GOMMITTEE.
It becomes my duty in accordance with the law of the State, to
present you with the report of the schoolsfor the past year.

We have made about forty visits during the year, and from our
opportunities we have gathered the following facts:
SUMMARY.
Number of schoolsin town, 11; number of scholars

attending

school, 265; average attendance, 233; number of tardy marks on
the registers, 279 ; number of dismissals, 98; number of weeks of

school, 182; average wages, $25.83 per month; number of absent marks on the registers, 1606 days.
SYNOPSIS BY DISTRICTS.
DISTRIOREN
oy:
John Bean, Prudential, Commmittee.
Teachers, Miss Addie
B. Woodbury, Summer term; Miss Emma A. George, Winter

term. This was Miss Woodbury’s first attempt at teaching.
Her success will warrant her continuing in learning young ideas
how toshoot. The scholars were well disposed and obedient,
the only thing in appearance wanting was life and energy.
Whole

number

of scholars,

11; average

attendance, 10 1-2;

instances of tardinéss, 8; number of dismissals, 5; length of
school, 10 weeks; number of absent marks, 25 days; wages,

$10.00 per month, boarding around.
The Winter term was a very interesting school and profitable
to the district. Discipline was good, and scholars were desirous

to learn all they could.

Whole number of scholars, 13 ; average

attendance 1] 3-4; instances of tardiness, 27; number

of dis-

missals, 2; length of school, 11 weeks; number of absent marks
4] 1-4 days; wages $25.50 per month.
DISTRICT No. 3.
A. H. Bixby, Prudential Committee.
Teachers, Miss Mary
M. Lufkin, Miss Armena J. Dustin, Summer term; Miss Armena J. Dustin, Winter term. The upper school was composed

i
of the larger and more advanced scholars, under the care of Miss

Lufkin. The school was injured by the irregular attendance;
those who were punctual in attending made good improvement. |
The school was enjoyed by both teacher and scholars; the teacher had a kind word for every one, perhaps she was too kind and
did not draw the reins ofdiscipline quite so tight as they ought.
to have been. ‘The examination showed a lack of special drill so
we could easily see just what the scholars had done, Whole
number of scholars,.22; average attendance, 15 1-2; instances
of tardiness, 19 ; number of dismissals,

12; number

of corporal punishment, 3; length of school,

of cases

15 weeks,

“weeks of vacation during the hot weather; number
marks 487 1-2. days; wages $32.00 per month.

with 4

of absent

Primary.
Here was a remarkable number of small faces. They
have already learned to think, and are more than ordinary smart
forso small scholars. Miss Dustin was
enabled to keep them
interested and busy, some way. At the examination they every
one wanted to show how much they had learned and how well
they knew their little books. It’ was really a very pleasant
school.
Whole number of scholars, 24; average attendance
21 1-2; instances of tardiness, 8; number of dismissals, 2 ;
length of school, 15 weeks with the same vacation as the upper:
number absent 262 1-2 days; wages, $32.00 per month.
Winter.
The small scholars were again put under the care of
Miss Dustin.
We think the school an improvement over the
summer term, discipline, interest,

attendance, improvement,

ex-

amination, all were as good, and some much better. ‘There were
some “ big” questions answered in geography in no time. Whole
number of scholars 31; average attendance, 29; instances of
tardiness, 7 ;number cf dismissals, 2; length of school, 10 weeks;

absent marks, 100 days; wages, $32.00 per month.
About thirty of the larger and more advanced scholars were
sent to the Academy, (the district paying $3.00 each,) and put
under the instruction of H. R. Monteith, A. B.

Mr. Monteith is

a thorough scholar and if they did not learn everything, it was no
fault of his, for he gave them every hour of his time. He reports some doing extraordinary well, and others not so well.

DISTRICT

No.

4.

G. A. Duncklee, Prudential Committee.
‘Teachers, Miss Carrie
M. Lovejoy, Summer term; Miss Carrie’ M. Cochran, Winter

term. ‘This was Miss Lovejoy’s first school. We are pleased to
say no more willing heart and hands ever went into a school.

ite
She was too anxious to please and succeed, The scholars did well
in their singing and recitations and some did finely. The only
lack was order, discipline is the golden rule in the school room,
and the loving heart has to obtain it sometimes, by the rod.
But this is a very difficult school to govern. Whole number of
scholars, 21 ;average attendance, 19 ie 2; instances of tardiness,
aL: aniesats 43 ;> length of school, 10 weeks; absent marks,

7d days; wages, 814. 00 per month, exclusive of board,
Winter. ‘The district were very fortunate in securing the ser.
vices of an experienced and successful teacher for this term. A
high degree of interest was shown by nearly.every scholar. Miss
Cochran worked hard and exercised patience, and although she
could not obtain that exactness of order which she so much desired it was not her

fault.

Whole

number

of scholars,

29;

average attendance, 27; instances of tardiness, 6 ; dismissals, 3;
length of school 12 weeks; absent marks, 120 days; wages

$31.00 per month.
DISTRICT

No.

5.

Aaron Wheeler,
Prudential
Committee.
‘Teacher,
Miss
Minerva Patten, Summer and Winter terms.
Miss Patten had
taught in this district before, therefore she understood her schoo!

from the start.

School appeared well. Order was good.

Whole

number of scholars, 16; average attendance, 14 1-4; instances
of tardiness, 16; dismissals, 1 ; cases of corporal punishment, 2;
number of absent marks, S5 days; length of schocl, 10 weeks ;

wages $24.00 per month.
Winter. This term was equally good. District was well
satisfied. Owing to misunderstanding the week when the school
closed, I was unable to be present.
Whole number of scholars
21; average 20 1-2; instances of tardiness, 30;
dismissals
0; number of absent marks, 380 days; length of school, 12

weeks ; wages, $33.00 per month.

DISTRICT No. 6.
Daniel BK. Tobie, Prudential Committee.
Teacher, Miss
Helen A. Clough, Summer and Winter terms. This district
were successful in obtaining fur a teacher for the

summer,

and

retaining during the winter, a goodscholar, a good disciplinarian
and an excellent teacher. You seldom see scholars more in
earnest than these were during the summer term. I was highly pleased with the school every time I was present. Whole

*

l2
number of scholars, 9 ; average attendance

8 1-4; instances

tardiness, 23 ; dismisals, 8 ; number of absent marks 45
length of school,11 weeks; wages $22.60 per month.

of

days;

Winter. This term I was unable to visit although I went up
once or twice, The register shows as well as the summer.
Whole number of scholars, 11; average attendance, 7 7-10;
instances of tardiness, 3; dismissals, 7; numberof absent marks,

58 1-2 ; length of school, 9 weeks; wages, $22.00 per month.
DISTRICT

No. 7.

William Cochran; Prudential Committee.
Teacher, ——-—
Wilder, Winter term.
There was but one term of school in this

district.

One scholar from this district attended at No. 5, in the

Summer, upon terms agreed between the prudential committees.
The school was as successful as any in town in point of discipline.
Some of these scholars are backward, but they tried

hard

to do

something this term, and Mr. Wilder exercised much discretion
in their management and instruction. Whole number of schol_ars, 8; average attendance, 7; dismissals, 2; length of school,
10 weeks; number of absent marks, 51 days ; wages,
per

month,

My data comes up only to the end of the eighth week,

and as I did not get the register, 1 base
and. the same with No. &.

my

report

on

that,

DISTRICT No. 8.

Mr. Joslin, Prudential Committee.
Teacher, Miss Mary J.
Manahan. Winter term. This district has no school house.
The school was taught in one room of Mr. D. Hopkins’ house,
which answered very well. Miss Manahan tried to awaken a
research into the common branches, by the scholars under her
care, and succeeded very well ; in fact she worked them so dili-

gently that it was deemed best by the prudential
give them a couple weeks’ rest, about the middle
Usually, I am opposed to such vacations, believing
better study themselves to death than to commit
other way.

But here it worked like a charm,

committee to
of the term.
scholars had
suicide any

they come

back

reinvigorated, and their minds “clear asa quill,’ nota bit of
the multiplication table was to be found in their heads, nor a
drop of the fountain of waters of which they had drank so freely. Whole number of scholars, 5; average attendance, 4 1-2 ;
instances of tardiness, 10; dismissals, 3; length of school 10

weeks ;number of absent marks, 25 days;
month excluding board.
sd

wages,

$16.00, per «

DISTRICT

No, 9.

Charles E. Blanchard, Prudential Committee.
‘Teacher,
Miss Abbie J. Kidder, Fall term. This isa small district and
has a small school, hardly long enough to accomplish much.
We did not visit it. Oneof our most thorough teachers cared
for it, and we have no doubt well. [rom the register we gather
the following facts. Whole number of scholars, 10 ; average attendance, 6 4-5 ; instances of tardiness, 14; dismissals, 2 ;length
of school, 5 weeks; number of absent marks, 80 days > wages,

$23.00 per month.
DISTRICT No. 10.

Alvin Avery, Prudential Committee.

‘Teachers, Miss Katie E.

KXidder, Summer term; Miss Eliza A. Butterfield, Winter term.

Union with Lyndboro.
cess.

‘the summer school was a decided

suc-

Although it was small in numbers, that was no bar to the

teachers’ usefulness. Hivery class Lad great interest in their
studies, and the smaller scholars particularly so. Whole number ut scholars, 9; average attendance, 7 1-2; instances of
tar.iness, 16; dismissals, 5; length of school, 8 weeks; absent
marks, 60 days ; wages, $20.00 per month.

Winter term.
We think the winter term was equally profitable to the district. The smaller scholars excelled the larger in
improvement, yet all did well. Hxamination was very good.
The order was good, and both scholars and teacher had a good
understanding of each others wants.
Whole number of scholars
10 ; average attendance, 9 3-8 ; instances of tardiness,

25; dis-

missals, 4 ; length of school, 12 weeks ; number of absent marks,
37 1-2; wages, $26.00 per month.
DISTRICT

No.

12.

A. J. Dodge.
Prudential Committee.
Teachers, Miss Allie
J. Cross, Summer term.
Miss Julia A. Dodge, Winter term.

Union with New Boston,
‘T'he summer school was a very profitable one. Inall classes there was good progress. Both teacher
and pupils excelled in all that make a school interesting. Whole
number of scholars, 6 ; average attendance, 5 1-2: instances

of

tardiness, 8; dismissals, 3 ; number of absent marks, 25 days ;
length of schoo!, 10 weeks ; wages, $8.80 per month, exclusive
of board. —
Wiater.
‘The winter term, if possible, was still more success

ful. Miss Dodge is a thoroughly earnest, wide awake teacher,
and what is better, put the same enthusiasm into her school, I

14
have nothing to censure, but everything to praise.
ber of scholars, 6; average attendance, 5 26-33;
tardiness, 1 ; dismissals 1;

Whole numinstances of

length of school, 12 weeks; number

of absent marks, 14 days: wages, $16.00 per month,
board}

| But one scholar in this

including

district, that was absent

school during the year, one half day.
From the previous synopsis and summary,*you

from

can see the
condition of the schools in town as they are. The highest per
cent average of attendance is in district No. 5, winter term, being
97 13-21; the lowest being in the winter of No. 9, which is 6%
ner cent. The average is about 93 per cent.
The interest of the ‘“ Woodbury Fund,” ($60), has been ex_pended in books, 50 volumes, adapted to scholars of various ages,
and distributed to the scholars marked highest in punctuality, deportment and improvement, in the several districts.
:
Much might be said by way of suggestion, in reference to the
schools. I believe every man in town feels that they must be
Supported, and the question, therefore is how to make them the
most efficient. Very many parents take it for granted that they
perform the whole means of instruction. ‘This is an error. They
are aids to the parents in the education of their children. Schools
and text books are not enough. A watchfulness and interest on
she part of the parents also, is necessary. It belongs to the
parents, to see that their children are sent every day regularly
to school. If we look at the summary of days lost, we see it
gives about seven days to each scholar in the average attendance.
This is 2 dead loss, and while the parents are responsible for it
and pay for it, it falls upon the scholars. Whatis the use to
appropriate money to sustain schools and then keep your children
at home and deprive them of the benefit of it? Prompt and regular attendance will do as much towards making a school successful as any one thing. -Nothing but sickness should be an ex-

cuse. A change of text books was taken into consideration at
the beginning of the summer term, from my experience in the
academy, I found great inconvenience resulting from the differ-

ent kinds of arithmetics in use. Colburn’s, Adams’, Haton’s,
Greenleaf’s, and Holbrook’s, were all in use. Adam’s, which

nearly all the scholars had when first sent up, had been ‘used in:
town for a great many years, and in my opinion

has become an-

tiquated; while all the others except Colburn’s were not what
we wanted. ‘I'o remedy this inconvenience, and to get a uniformity in this text book, the only course was to throw them all out

pil

and put in another book. I finally decided to try Walton's

se-

ries, although there were some objections to this. I put these into district No. 3. with the concurrence of the prudential committee, and also into district No. 1. We put these in on trial, to see
by experiment how they would work. In district No. 1. they
were all that was needed, and proved highly satisfactory. In No.

3. they have not*been so successful. But from what we have
Seen of the practical working of the book, there has appeared no
real objection to continuing its use, and putting it into every
School in town. We have also introduced into some of the schools
Marsh’s Analyzer and Parser. This takes the place of no book
but simply actsas an aid. It is for beginners, and also for more
advanced scholars. We think itthe best hook of the kind that
has come to our knowledge. While we are opposed to an annual
change of text books in our common schools, there must be some,

or there will be a real loss to the scholars. Perhaps you will ask
what are the glaring defects in our schools? There are two. One
of these I have already referred to, regularity in attendance, the
other is a want of plan, and a lack of real instruction on the part
of and by the teachers. In some schools this is the marked defect. Some parents and teachers also, think if they can play upon the childs vanity, that is enough. ‘To go through the book is
to become a fine scholar. Now this is all nonsense, A teacher
must give instruction and not simply ask the questions in the book.
Arouse the scholar to think and act for himself; teach him self
.reliance, to reason, to be patient, to work upon the same lesson

or: question for days if need be, to accomplish it. Do some thing
more, than simply exercise the memory. This work is in the
hands of the teacher, and, unless she knows a little more than
there is in the book, she never ought to go into the school room

as teacher. The only inheritance that many of our New England
youth are heirs to, 1s what they get from the district school. To
cheat them out of the better part of that isa crime. There may
be a difference of opinion as to sending small scholars to the
town or toa private school. I believe that they should be sent to
the town school. There are many influences that conspire to
their hurt,

1 am willing to admit, but they are more than

coun-

terbalanced by the isolation in the private school. There the
child sees less of the world and has less of that inevitable contact with others, sure sometimes to come, and, is Ly this isolation

enfeebled instead of strengthened. Alsojwhat the State provides
is good enough for anybody in the state. Some parents refuse
or neglect to send their children to the town school, or to teach

16:
them at home, but Jet them grow up in total ignorance. ‘This is
a sorrowful fact. If crime and ignorance go hand in hand, what
would be the result,if only one per cent of the children in the
‘state were

allowed so todo!

Looking at this

question”in this

light it is high time that the terms “law and order,” are defined
to mean cducation, to those within the period of educational age,
and that those-who refuse to avail themselves of’ the free means
opened to them, in our public schools, were denied the care of
their own children.
I desire to say just a word in relation to the academy. I think
the opportunities it offers are not fully appreciated by the citizens
of the town. In my opinion it is of more importance to the
prosperity of the town, than the church or the bank. No one will
deny for a moment that we must have some other means of pursuing the study of the higher branches, and to fit the young men
for college and teachers for the common schools, than the common
schools admit, or that the law of the state allows taught in the
common schools. I believe it is better to have those opportunities at home than to go away for them ; better to have the youth
of other towns come to us, than to have ours go away to other
places at great expense. Iam glad there are some men in town
who fully comprehend this. I think more would, if they had to
send their children away and pay a hundred dollars, where they
now pay ten. They would yell like wild savages upon wild horses
on a prairie on fire, for the academy again. I think Francestown is fortunate in her schools. ‘They will compare with any

of the country towns in the state

That they may still continwe

prosperous as in the years past is my desire.
THOMAS O. KNOWLTON,

Superintending School Committee.
Francestown, Keb. 29, 1871.
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No. 4 Methodist Church Dlock, Manchester, N. H.

FISK’S BOOKSTORE

Is known to nearly all the citizens of New Hampshire as | |
the best and only establishment in the State where can
always be found a largeand well selected stock of

School, Classical, Music, Juvenile and Miscellaneous Books,

English, American and French Stationery.
A complete assortment of Rich Fancy Goods, together
with the largest stock in New England of Inglish, American and French
|

PAPER

HANGINGS,

Borders, Decorations, Cornices and Cloth Window

Shades. |

FISK does all kinds of BOOK BINDING, manufactures

Blank Books of every pattern, Paper Boxes and every
description of Picture Frames, &c. Old Frames Regilded.
FISK does BOOK, JOB. and ORNAMENTAL PRINTING of all kinds, promptly and at reasonable rates.
In addition to the above, FISK is Proprietor of the

TAGLE

BOOKSTORE

AND PAPER

HANGING

DEPOT,

£
MAIN STREET, CONCORD,N. H.
:
Where any of the above goods can be had and orders left for
=——Ss William H. Fisk.
=
work at the same low prices.
Manchester, N. H., March,

1871.
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